
NEMODE Systematic Review Call: Aug. 2012 

A Systematic Review of Business Models in the Digital Economy Literature 
 
NEMODE is a multi-disciplinary initiative designed to create a network of researchers and 
practitioners to explore new economic models in the Digital Economy.  The project, which 
began in April 2012, has funding of £1.5 million over the next three years.  The following call 
for research is aimed to produce some of the foundational materials for use by the network.  
 
This is a competition for early career researchers to use and build on their research 
experiences in Business Models and the Digital Economy through a prestigious £3K Award. 
This will not only be a great way for individuals to gain further research experience, but also 
an opportunity to work with an experienced team on an important project exploring New 
Economic Models in the Digital Economy.  
 
Timetable: 

Closing date for submission 6pm on 31 August 2012 

Results announced 6pm on 7 Sept. 2012 

Work commence and kick off 
discussion with mentor 

w/c 10 Sept. 2012 

Work completed 19 October 2012 

 
Award:   
 
An award of £3,000 at FEC (Funded at 80% according to Research Council funding 
regulations) will be made to your institution for the work upon completion of the outputs 
outlined below. A total of 2 Systematic Literature Review awards will be made. 
 
Entry Details:  
 
Please send your applications to k.v.alves@ex.ac.uk no later than the closing time above. 
Once you have submitted your application, you will receive email confirmation of receipt of 
the submission.  
 
Summary & Background: 
 
New Economic Models in the Digital Economy (NEMODE) is an initiative under the Research 
Councils UK (RCUK)’s Digital Economy (DE) research programme to bring together 
communities to explore new economic models in the Digital Economy. NEMODE focuses on 
New Economic Models, which is one of four RCUK DE Challenge Areas (the other three 
being: IT as a Utility, Communities & Culture, and Sustainable Society). It aims to create a 
network of business people, academics and other experts who will identify and investigate 
the big research questions in new economic models that have arisen as a result of the digital 
economy’s fast-paced growth. The project aims to inform policy on issues pertaining to the 
digital economy and engage with SMEs to stimulate new ideas and the creation of new 
markets. NEMODE will also inform business sectors and large companies about the changes 
necessary to enable them to take advantage of the opportunities created by today’s 
technologies. 
 
For more information please refer to the following websites: 
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NEMODE Systematic Review Call: Aug. 2012 

NEMODE:  http://nemodenetwork.wordpress.com/  

RCUK DE :  http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/research/xrcprogrammes/Digital/Pages/home.aspx  

As part of this initiative, in order to understand clearly what information is already available, 
we are holding this competition for someone to carry out a systematic literature review of 
Business Models through a review of currently available theory. Another aim of this review is 
to provide NEMODE some insight into the differences between Business Models, Economic 
Models, and Operational models and their connection/relationship with Business Strategy.  
 
Scope of Award: 
 
The primary aim of this award is to deliver a systematic literature review of Business Models 
through a review of currently available theory, with the aim of providing some insight into 
the differences between Business Models, Economic Models, and Operational models and 
their connection/relationship with Business Strategy.  
 
The intended outcomes for the literature review are: 
 

 Inform a taxonomy of business models in the digital economy 

 Provide a common language sourced from existing areas/literature 

Similar reviews are known to exist (see list below), but a broader perspective is requested.  
The method employed by the successful candidate will not be prescriptive.  Alternative 
approaches, with sound logical justification, are encouraged. 
 
The successful candidate will be appointed a mentor at the start of the project who will 
arrange an opening discussion to start off the work in w/c 10 Sept. 2012. During the project 
the successful candidate will be asked to provide monthly updates to their mentors who 
they will also be able to seek advice from. These updates can be verbal or by email. On 
completion of the projects, the candidates will be asked to produce the following: 
 

a) Written report: approx. 8,000 - 10,000 word, standard academic report, 

summarising the results of their review.  

b) Glossary: A means of communicating a summary of the findings in an innovative way 

for a commercial/ non-academic audience. This can be presented however the 

candidate chooses, but should be specified in their application as outlined below. 

If successful, your host institution will be notified of the value of the project contribution. 
Reimbursement will be made of 80% of the total eligible incurred costs on submission of an 
invoice supported by the relevant receipts. Invoices should be sent to the NEMODE Network 
Administrator. 
 
Entry Requirements:   
 
No more than two pages of A4 (min text size 10pt. Arial, single spacing) under the headings 
described below. Please be sure to include your name, current position and institution on 
the header of each page. 
 

1) Intended methodology: Outline to the reviewer your intended method for 

carrying out the work described in the Scope detailed above. This should include 

http://nemodenetwork.wordpress.com/
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how you intend to address discriminating between Business Models, Economic 

Models, and Operational models. 

2) Glossary: Outline your intended form for your Glossary and the approach you 

aim to take. 

3) Expertise: Outline your relevant area of expertise and previous track record, 

making you the ideal candidate for delivering the scope of the award. 

4) Qualifications: Outline any relevant qualifications. 

5) Publications: List any relevant publications that demonstrate your suitability to 

conduct the scope. 

6) Justification of Resources: Briefly outline how you anticipate spending the 

award. Eligible costs will be in line with Research Council funding guidelines and 

accordingly they will be at 80% FEC. 

They can be spent on the following: 

-Staff Costs (both directly incurred and directly allocated at FEC) 

- Travel 

- Any other direct costs associated with the delivery of the work 

Criteria and Assessment Procedure: 
 
Applications will be assessed based on the following criteria, and each proposal will be 
graded against each of these criteria by a panel of appropriate experts from the NEMODE 
team. The three highest scoring individuals will be selected for the award. 
 

 Methodology and approach: The methodology is technically sound with clear aims, 

and it can be realistically delivered in the timescales. 

 Discrimination in Terminology: Proposal outlines clearly how Business Models will 

be discriminated from other models. 

 Glossary: Proposed expression of terms is effective and innovative. 

 Expertise:  Expertise is relevant and demonstrates ability of individual to undertake 

the work. 

 Qualifications: Qualifications are relevant and demonstrates ability of individual to 

undertake the work. 

 Publications: Publications are relevant and demonstrates ability of individual to 

undertake the work. 

Engagement: 
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As a winning candidate, your involvement with the project is vital to the NEMODE group. It is 
expected that the winning candidate will engage and interact with the project team and 
their mentor regularly, positively and enthusiastically.  It is further hoped that the winning 
candidate will also continue to remain involved with the NEMODE project after delivery of 
the systematic review of the literature. 
 
Additional Grant Conditions: 
 
Awards will be made under RCUK standard terms and conditions. Please note that this 
award is a contribution towards the incurred costs of a project activity from an existing RCUK 
award. It therefore will not be classed as research income for the purposes of the REF. 
 
Contacts: 
 

Kyle Alves – NEMODE Network 
Administrator 

Tel: +44 (0) 1392 
723496 

E-mail: k.v.alves@ex.ac.uk 
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